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THE GIFT OF FAITH 

T homas, like all of the disciples, is filled with grief at the 
execu0on of his Lord and Master. How can life ever be 

the same again? He is a changed man from having met and 
travelled with Jesus, but now Jesus is gone. Somehow he 
must come to terms and move on. They all must. 

Today he comes back to the room where his friends 
have locked themselves in. But the mood is changed - sad-
ness has given way to a strange story that Jesus is not dead 
a�er all. He has appeared to them! Thomas wonders what 
they have been doing in his absence. Why concoct a story 
like this? Are they just trying to avoid the truth? Are they 
crea0ng an escape for themselves from their self-imposed 
cap0vity, a great story to bring them back out into the 
world? Great indeed the story might be, but Thomas cannot 
let himself be drawn in. Honesty forces him to hold back - 
this story is just too unbelievable. Unless the evidence is 
presented irrefutably, his loyalty to the group of friends 
simply will not stretch so far. 

This should hardly surprise us - a�er all, the other disci-
ples had come to believe only when they saw with their own 
eyes, so why should Thomas be any different? But now, Je-

sus comes again, and this 0me Thomas is there. This 0me he 
knows that the Resurrec0on is true - it is not an elaborate 
story, but simple fact. Now he can share, honestly, in his 
friends' joy. 

But what of us today? Are we expected to be greater 
people than the apostles themselves, to believe without 
having seen with our eyes? Far from it. "Receive the Holy 
Spirit" Jesus says as he breathes on the disciples in the up-
per room. And in our Bap0sm too - "Receive the Holy Spirit." 
That same Spirit comes to give us the Faith to overcome our 
lack of vision because, as we are told elsewhere, "The Spirit 
is Truth." 

Our Faith is a free gi� from God, given to us through 
the Holy Spirit. But, like the apostles, once we have received 
the gi� we can no longer lock ourselves away and keep it to 
ourselves. A Faith that is kept private, a "personal Faith" 
that is never talked about, will wither and die. We must 
share our joy in the Resurrec0on of Christ. As we meet in 
Church to nurture and strengthen our Faith by the sharing 
of God's Word and the Eucharist, so let us go forth with joy. 
Then our enthusiasm might infect the world around us, and 
others may come to seek the Truth that will set them free. 

And we need this "infec0on with joy" in our world to-
day more than ever. Such a small minority of pseudo-
religious people misuse the concept of religion to force up-
on others their own poli0cal agendas, and to seek power for 
themselves out of the administra0on of fear and oppres-
sion. And so many more in society are ready to hold up 
these few as a fearful example, to try to condemn every 
form of religion and advance their own secular agendas in 
its place. On this ‘Divine Mercy’ Sunday, we must stand up 
for the truths of our Chris0an Faith (and indeed the truth 
shared by the vast majority of other faiths and cultures). 
Our God is a God of mercy, compassion and forgiveness. All 
who call ourselves Chris0an are entrusted with the duty to 
oppose every manifesta0on of oppression, persecu0on or 
forceful coercion with the tools of that mercy, compassion 
and forgiveness. These are the power of the risen Lord, and 
the real joy of Easter which we are given to share. And this 
is our challenge - an Easter challenge - for as Chris0ans we 
are, first and foremost, an Easter people with Good News 
for all the world.  

Divine Mercy Sunday 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 

READERS THIS WEEKEND 
6.30pm:   Alan, Daniel 
9.00am:  Please log in or see list in church 
10.30am: Ashlan, Paul 

OFFERTORY 
Collec*on:  Please see printed version. Thank you 

RETIRING COLLECTIONS 
No re0ring collec0on this week or next 

• New to the parish? 
• Know someone who is sick or in hospital? 
• Like a visit from the priest? 
• Think the parish may be able to help you, or you us, in any way? 
 Please speak to Fr Mar0n, a�er Mass or at any convenient 0me 

Please keep the following kindly in your prayers: 

The sick: James, Catherine, Marie, Jim, Sheila, Shei-
la, Alex, Michael, Martin, Joanne, Aidan, Desmond, 
Eamon, Maureen, John, Stefa, Joan, Janice, Bill, 
Monica, Audrey, Ann, Malcolm, Harvey, Claire, 
Louise and baby Maisy, Lewis (12 yrs. old), Caitlin 
(age 11), Loren (age 17), Marie, Paddy, John, Mar-
tin, Kenneth, Vera, Lilly, Billy, Dennis and Gerald, 
May, Louise, Peggy, Matthew, Evelyn, Margaret, 
Anthony, Debbie, Pam, Mary, Peter, Theresa, Sylvia, 
Joseph, Martin, Ishrat, Elaine, Jayne and Christian, 
Mavis, Antony, Maureen, Johnny, Robin and Steven, 
Sr Alphonsus, Bernard, Vera, Jack and Joan, Kevin, 
Pat. 

Lately Dead: Kathy Keigher, Frances Shore, Rose-
mary Hedger, Doreen Stiles, Pauline Baxendale, Wil-
lie Lafferty, Annie Vale. 

Anniversaries: Vera Slater, Rita Richardson, Eliza-
beth and Christopher Royle, Olive Pennington, Wil-
liam Cusack, Raymond Evans, Francis McElvenny, 
Tessie McElhinney. 

Remembrance: Charles and Agnes Geeney, Felix 
and Paula McLernon, Scanlon and McLernon fami-
lies, O’Regan and Evans families, Ethel and Joseph 
Francis, Mary Smith. 

We also pray: for world peace, for Bishop John and 
the restructuring of our diocese, for the house-
bound and those in hospital, nursing and residential 
homes, and for a number of special intentions. 



PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Priest:  Fr Mar0n A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     frmar0n@ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 

Parish Secretary:  Mr Paul Boardman 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Wed, 10am-4pm) 
 Email:     secretary@ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
   or via contact form on the website. 

Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other 0mes 
 Email:     srjenny@ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Community Hall:  All enquiries to Mrs Anne Benyon 
 Telephone:  07580 571839 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
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MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.30pm at Holy Cross 

Sunday Morning:   9.00am at St Ma�hew’s 
    10.30am at Holy Cross 
     (with Children's Liturgy) 

Tea and coffee are served after both morning Masses 

Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 

Holydays:    11.00am at Holy Cross 
    7.00pm at St Ma�hew’s 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Friday: 6.30-6.50pm at Holy Cross 

Saturday:  11.00am-11.50am at St Ma�hew’s 
and 6.00pm-6.20pm at Holy Cross 

(or at any reasonable time on request) 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptisms. 

Please speak to Fr Martin or Sr Jenny after Mass 

Holy Cross RC Church   St Ma8hew’s RC Church 
Liverpool Road    Worsley Road 
Patricro�     Winton 
Eccles      Eccles 
M30 8QD     M30 8BL 

Parish Safeguarding Rep:   Sharon Devlin 
            Email:    sharon@ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300  

                                  WEEKDAY CALENDAR (Week beginning Monday 24th April) 
Monday:   9.00am Morning Prayer at  Holy Cross followed by 9.15am Mass 
Tuesday:   9.00am Morning Prayer at St Ma8hew’s followed by 9.15am Mass 

Wednesday:   8.45am Exposi*on of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross followed by 9.15am Mass 
Thursday:   9.00am Morning Prayer at St Ma8hew’s followed by 9.15am Mass  
  10.00am for 10.30 start: Pastoral Commi�ee mee0ng, in the Parish Mee0ng Room at Holy Cross 

Friday:   6.30pm Exposi*on of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross  followed by 7pm Mass and Divine Mercy 
Saturday (daytime): 11.00am Exposi*on of the Blessed Sacrament at St Ma8hew’s followed by 12 noon Mass and Novena

DIVINE MERCY CELEBRATION... 
… today (Sunday 23rd April), for Divine Mercy Sunday, at 
St Mary’s Church, Eccles. Special celebra0ons/devo0ons, 
beginning with Exposi0on of the Blessed Sacrament and 
Confessions at 2pm, and con0nuing with the Chaplet of 
Divine Mercy at 3pm and Mass. Refreshments will be 
available a�erwards. All welcome. 

NEW EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
Thank you to all those who have volunteered to join our 
team of Eucharis0c Ministers at Mass. A mee0ng has 
been arranged to provide training for all new Ministers 
on Tuesday week (2nd May), at 7pm at Holy Cross. A fur-
ther mee0ng for all Eucharis0c Ministers, new and ex-
is0ng, is arranged for the following Tuesday (9th May), 
also 7pm at Holy Cross, for prayer and renewal. Please 
come along if you possibly can. Thank you. 

DIOCESAN WALSINGHAM PILGRIMAGE 
The annual pilgrimage is coming up on 6th May. Please 
see poster at the back of church for full details. 

SOME DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
◊ Coming up in September 2017—Rome pilgrimage. See 

poster. 
◊ October 2017—Charity Night at the Oldham Theatre in 

support of Francis House. Details available from Ve-
ronica. 

◊ December 5th—Annual Christmas Dinner at Boysnope 
Golf Club for parishioners and friends. More details to 
follow in October. 

SOCIAL OUTREACH COMMITTEE 
Thank you to all those who have volunteered to serve on 
this new parish commi�ee. Our first mee0ng has now 
been scheduled to take place in the parish mee0ng room 
at Holy Cross on Tuesday 23rd May at 7pm, and we look 
forward to the possibili0es this venture offers, as we try 
to grow as a true ‘mission’ parish. 

CCTV AT HOLY CROSS 
For reasons of improving safety and security, a 24 hour 
recording CCTV system has been installed, with signage,  
in the enclosed areas around the presbytery at Holy 
Cross—front and side gardens, and small car park by the 
garage and Community Hall. One further camera is pro-
posed, but this requires consulta0on with parishioners. 
There is a known vulnerability in churches during Masses, 
when sacris0es are open and people so minded could 
easily gain access to presbyteries, offices etc without be-
ing no0ced. We therefore propose a single indoor camera 
to protect the downstairs (public) hallway in the presby-
tery. To comply with regula0ons, there would be clear 
signs to show that the camera was present, and all re-
cordings (held securely) would be automa0cally deleted 
a�er a short period of 0me, (approximately 2-3 weeks). 
Office staff are happy with this proposal, but as the hall-
way is regularly in use during Mass (by parents, children 
and helpers walking to and from Children’s Liturgy etc), 
we need to give serious considera0on to any objec0ons 
you may have (and if necessary not proceed with this ad-
di0on). Comments would therefore be welcome, either 
verbally or in wri0ng to Fr Mar0n or Paul Boardman or by 
email to office@ourparishcommunity.co.uk. Thank you. 


